
Unusual plant fossil or mineral stains?  What do you think it is?

PO Box 200, Barrackville, WV 26559-0200
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Next Meeting April 3
               See article inside.



NEXT MEETING IS ON FRIDAY, APRIL 3, 2009
7:00 PM at the T & L Hot Dogs, Oldies Diner

OLD BRIDGEPORT HILL, CLARKSBURG, WV

The Oldies Diner is also known as T&L Hot Dogs and is near the bottom of Old Bridgeport Hill (old US Rt. 50),
across from Compton Lanes. Please bring a favorite fossil to the meeting to share with the members.

PROGRAM NOTES

BRING YOUR FAVORITE FOSSIL TO SHOW AT THE MEETING

SCHEDULED DIGS SEE TABLE BELOW

Please note that club sponsored digs are for club members only.  This is because of provisions in our insurance policy.

2009 Dig Schedule

Date Dig Site Fossil Type Meeting Time Meeting Location

April 25 Smithburg Plants 10:00 a.m. Townhouse West Motel
Wilsonburg Exit on Rt. 50

May 9 Gauley Mountain Marine   8:30 a.m. Kroger’s Parking Lot in Elkins
May 23 Elkins Area Marine 10:00 a.m. Wendy’s as you enter

Elkins from Buckhannon
June 13 Harman’s Cabins Marine 10:00 a.m. Cabins, WV

Go to Elkins. Take Rt. 33 to
Rt. 55 Eastbound to Rt. 28
Northbound. Cabins is on Rt.
28 several miles from Smoke
Hole Caverns.

CANCELED DIGS

At times, it may become necessary to call off a dig. As I may not have the time to call everyone, I suggest you call or
email me to confirm that a particular dig is still on. Call 304-472-2880 or email mk22630@aol.com.  Otherwise, you may
get to the meeting place for future digs and find no other club members are there.  Thanks, Mike Karickhoff.

MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE DUE BY SEPTEMBER 30

Membership in the West Virginia Fossil Club is open to all interested parties. Dues are $20.00 a year for
individuals and just $25.00 for your whole family. Members receive a monthly newsletter and may participate in
the fossil outings. The membership year begins September 1.

OFFICERS

Mike Karickhoff President 304-472-2880 mk22630@aol.com
Rudy Durci Vice President 304-592-5017 caliban7@iloinc.net
Sue Karickhoff Secretary 304-472-2880 mk22630@aol.com
Amy Smith Treasurer 304-842-7950 amy.smith@steptoe-johnson.com
Steve McClelland Program Chairman 304-292-5555
Bill Hurst Refreshments 304-783-4303
Ray & Mary Ellen Garton Newsletter Editors 304-366-1810 garton@mammoth-geo.com



WV FOSSIL CLUB CONTACT INFORMATION

The club mailing address is WV Fossil Club, c/o Rudy Durci, 908 Clark Street, Shinnston, WV 26431-1318
The club email address is caliban7@iolinc.net. The club telephone number is 304-592-5017.
The club website address is http://prehistoricplanet.com/wvfc/

WV FOSSIL CLUB WEBSITE

The address for the West Virginia Fossil Club website is www.prehistoricplanet.com/wvfc/. The site is sponsored free by
Prehistoric Planet owned by Ray & Mary Ellen Garton. You can also get to the WV Fossil Club website via
www.PaleoClones.com.

WV FOSSIL CLUB AFFILIATIONS

American Federation of Mineralogical Societies
Eastern Federation Mineralogical & Lapidary Societies

Calendar of Shows and Events

April 3-5, 2009 MAPS Largest Fossil Show In USA, Macomb, Illinois Western Illinois University
May, 2009 Cincinnati Rock, Mineral & Fossil Show, Cincinnati, OH

Elections at May 1 Meeting
We will be electing a President and Vice-President at the May meeting.  Please plan to attend to vote for your favorite
candidate.

This fossil cone was discovered by Club President
Mike Karickhoff.  It was probably from a fossil
lepidodendron from the Pennsylvanian age.

This is a calamites stem discovered by Jim
Cottrill. Calamites is one of the most well-known
fossils of the Carboniferous and the Permian.  Its
common name is the horsetail tree.

This is a close-up view of Jim’s calamities shown above.
Notice the detail of the stem.



Fossil Trip----“ Find of the Day”
Recent fossil trip to Pocahontas County was very disappointing because the stream was too high and muddy to enter.
While standing on the bridge, considering our next move, two vehicles stopped. A man said, “We’re passing out free hugs,
do you want one?” I turned and said, “Well, get out out here!” Twelve young clowns came pouring out and swarmed over
the five of us. Two of us were on one side of the vehicles and three of us on the other and they managed to hug all of us.
They were a group of young men and women from Patch Adam’s hospital, The Guesundheit Institute, and were on their
way to Marlington, WV for a public event.

This just proves our point of not knowing what you many find on a fossil trip, sometimes it can be disappointing not to find
fossils, but most times, there is something which makes the trip worthwhile. The clowns passing out hugs was one of the
most memorable and pleasant “finds of the day”. (Submitted by Sue Hurst.  Thanks, Sue.)

Shown in the photo, submitted by Phyllis Cottrill, are, from left to right: Two clowns; Fossil member, Phyllis Cottrill; two
clowns; Fossil member, Sue Hurst, in brown hat; One clown in gray hat.  Present, but not shown, were Jim Cottrill, Bill and
Stewart Hurst.


