
PO Box 200, Barrackville, WV 26559-0200             Dues are due by September 30.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED                                   Have you paid your dues?

Next Meeting April 2, 2010



NEXT MEETING IS ON FRIDAY, APRIL 2, 2010
7:00 PM at the T & L Hot Dogs, Oldies Diner

OLD BRIDGEPORT HILL, CLARKSBURG, WV

The Oldies Diner is also known as T&L Hot Dogs and is near the bottom of Old Bridgeport Hill (old US Rt. 50), across
from Compton Lanes. Please bring a favorite fossil to the meeting to share with the members.

PROGRAM NOTES Please bring some fossils to show and ideas on 2010 digs.

Please note that club sponsored digs are for club members only because of provisions in our insurance policy.

2010 Dig Schedule

Date Dig Site Fossil Type Meeting Time Meeting Location

CANCELED DIGS
At times, it may become necessary to call off a dig. As I may not have the time to call everyone, I suggest you call or
email me to confirm that a particular dig is still on. Call 304-472-2880 or email mk22630@aol.com.  Otherwise, you may
get to the meeting place for future digs and find no other club members are there.  Thanks, Mike Karickhoff.

MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE DUE BY SEPTEMBER 30 Have you paid yours?

Membership in the West Virginia Fossil Club is open to all interested parties. Dues are $20.00 a year for
individuals and just $25.00 for your whole family. Members receive a monthly newsletter and may participate in
the fossil outings. The membership year begins September 1. The club year runs from Sept. to Sept.  Anyone
joining after February pays 1/2 the regular dues for that year,

OFFICERS & CONTACTS
Mike Karickhoff President 304-472-2880 mk22630@aol.com
Steve McClelland Vice-President 304-292-5555 mcclelland.steve@gmail.com
Sue Karickhoff Secretary 304-472-2880 mk22630@aol.com
Amy Smith Treasurer 304-842-7950 amy.smith@steptoe-johnson.com
Steve McClelland Program Chairman 304-292-5555 mcclelland.steve@gmail.com
Mary Ridenour Digs Coordinator 304-783-4867 cows-494@earthlink.net
Ray & Mary Ellen Garton Newsletter Editors 304-282-2306 curator@prehistoricplanet.com

WV FOSSIL CLUB WEBSITE & CONTACT INFORMATION
The club mailing address is WV Fossil Club, c/o Mike Karickhoff, 38 Arnold Avenue, Buckhannon, WV 26201
The club email address is mk22630@aol.com. The club telephone number is 304-472-2880.
The club website address is http://prehistoricplanet.com/wvfc/
The club belongs to the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies, learn more at www.amfed.org
The club belongs to the Eastern Federation Mineralogical & Lapidary Societies, learn more at www.amfed.org/efmls



West Virginia Fossil Club
Minutes

March 5, 2010

The West Virginia Fossil Club met March 5, 2010 with 22 members present.

Minutes of the November 2009 meeting were read and approved. There was no treasurer’s report.

Old Business: There was no old business.

New Business: The Harrison County YMCA has contacted Mike regarding the club’s participation in a program for youth
on May 16 or 17. After a brief discussion it was decided to get more information and bring this up again next month.

A woman from the Calumet Marine Museum contacted Mike during the winter to discuss the possibility of an exchange dig
with members of her club. Our club members are interested and Mike will contact that group to work out details.

The Gem and Mineral Society of the Virginia Peninsula would like to come to hunt fossils with our group. Sue Hurst
pointed out that insurance consideration might be a problem. We need to check with them to see if their group would have
insurance that would cover them, or perhaps some of our members would be willing to meet with them for a non-club
function.

The date for starting digs this season was discussed and April 24th was chosen as the first venture of the season.

Mary Ridenour, our dig coordinator, has undergone surgery and a card was circulated for members to sign.

Bob Peck supplied the source for 50 dig sites in West Virginia. Next month members will be given sites from that list to
check out. Mike will contact Steve McClelland about assisting Mary with the dig program.

Ray Garton made a motion we have a silent auction at a later date. Jim Cottrill seconded the motion. The motion carried.

Program: Ray and Mary Ellen Garton showed slides of the Christmas party thanks to Pam Butcheck who saved the day
by having a laptop computer with her. (Ray forgot to bring his)  Ray also had some photos, information and a specimen of
a shrimp-like fossil that was found at the Smithburg site.

Prizes: The 50/50 was won by Laura Coppock, who donated her prize back to the club. The door prize was won by Ginny
Buchanan and the Jr. door prize was won by Zack Coppock

Mary Ellen Garton moved the meeting be adjourned. Jim Cottrill seconded the motion. The meeting was adjourned at
7:40. Following the meeting members enjoyed socializing and looking at specimens that had been brought in for the
meeting.

Calendar of Shows and Events

Every Saturday 11:06-Noon Radio Science News 1370 AM & Streaming Audio at http://radiosciencenews.org/

March 26-28, 2010 MAPS Fossil Show, McComb, IL

September 25-26, 2010 Fossil, Rock, Mineral & Gem Show, WV Geological Survey, Morgantown, WV

A Very Special Thank You
A great big thank you goes out to Pam Butcheck. She saved the day by having a laptop computer with her so that we
could see the program. (Ray forgot to bring his.)  Way to go, Pam!!!!



T-rex Ancestor Rediscovered In London
Ian Randall has an article in the April 2010 issue of Earth Magazine entitled: “Museum’s Forgotten Treasure is T.Rex
Ancestor”.  Scientists at the Natural History Museum in London are reexamining the 165-million-year-old P. bradley’s jaw,
teeth and cranial cavity that was found over a century ago in western England.  A team of scientists is using computerized
tomography to make a 3-D model of the internal features of the skull.  They are convinced that the link between T-rex and
P. bradley shows that the evolution of the superfamily Tryannosauroidea began earlier than was previously thought.  They
believe that this specimen is “the earliest known ancestor of Tyrannosaurus rex”.

New Type of Pet Rock
Do you remember the Pet Rock fad back in the 1970’s & 80’s?  It seems that someone has turned the Pet Rock into the
USB Pet Rock.  That’s right, just plug it into the USB port on your computer.  No, it doesn’t do anything except confuse
others at your place of work.  The creators claim that it will provide you with hours of amusement and it requires no power
at all.  It is compatible with Windows, Mac OS and Linux.  The plug-in cable is 18 inches long.  Each USB Pet Rock is
considered to be unique.

Spinosaurus May Have Been More Aquatic  Sid Perkins reports in the March 13, 2010 issue of Science News
that based on oxygen-18 to oxygen-16 ratios in their bones and teeth Spinosaurus is believed to have been more aquatic
in nature because this is also seen in crocodiles and hippos. This may explain why Tyrannosaurus and Spinosaurus were
able to share a similar territory because Tyrannosaurus was more land based while Spinosaurus spent more time in or
near water.

Some photos of Bill & Sue Hurst Discoveries


