
New Fossil Club Bumper Sticker. See Article Inside.

PO Box 200, Barrackville, WV 26559-0200             Dues are due by September 30.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED                                   Have you paid your dues?

Next Meeting July 2, 2010



NEXT MEETING IS ON FRIDAY, JULY 2, 2010
7:00 PM at the T & L Hot Dogs, Oldies Diner

OLD BRIDGEPORT HILL, CLARKSBURG, WV

The Oldies Diner is also known as T&L Hot Dogs and is near the bottom of Old Bridgeport Hill (old US Rt. 50), across
from Compton Lanes. Please bring a favorite fossil to the meeting to share with the members.

PROGRAM NOTES Please bring some fossils to show and ideas on 2010 digs.

Please note that club sponsored digs are for club members only because of provisions in our insurance policy.

2010 Dig Schedule

Date Dig Site Fossil Type Meeting Time Meeting Location

June 12 Gauley Mountain Plants 8:30 am Left side of Kroger’s parking lot
in Elkins, WV.

June 26 FBI  Roadcuts Exploratory Dig 10:00 am Burger King off Exit 121 on I-79
Meadowbrook Mall exit.

July 10 Open

July 24 Charles Point Possible Exploratory Dig More later

August 14 Princeton, WV Marine 10:00 am I-77 WV Welcome Center at
Princeton, WV and Rt. 460.
This is Exit 9 on I-77.

CANCELED DIGS – New call number
At times, it may become necessary to call off a dig.  If you plan to attend please call Steve McClelland the night before the
trip.  Call 304-292-5555 .  Otherwise, you may get to the meeting place for future digs and find no other club members are
there.  Please note that you are now calling Steve instead of Mike.  This is a change from last year.

MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE DUE BY SEPTEMBER 30 Have you paid yours?

Membership in the West Virginia Fossil Club is open to all interested parties. Dues are $20.00 a year for
individuals and just $25.00 for your whole family. Members receive a monthly newsletter and may participate in
the fossil outings. The membership year begins September 1. The club year runs from Sept. to Sept.  Anyone
joining after February pays 1/2 the regular dues for that year,

OFFICERS & CONTACTS
Mike Karickhoff President 304-472-2880 mk22630@aol.com
Steve McClelland Vice-President 304-292-5555 mcclelland.steve@gmail.com
Steve Buchanan Secretary 304-376-5180 sbuchanan@alphaaec.com
Amy Smith Treasurer 304-842-7950 amy.smith@steptoe-johnson.com
Steve McClelland Program Chairman 304-292-5555 mcclelland.steve@gmail.com
Mary Ridenour Digs Coordinator 304-783-4867 cows-494@earthlink.net
Ray & Mary Ellen Garton Newsletter Editors 304-282-2306 garton@prehistoricplanet.com

WV FOSSIL CLUB WEBSITE & CONTACT INFORMATION
The club mailing address is WV Fossil Club, c/o Mike Karickhoff, 38 Arnold Avenue, Buckhannon, WV 26201
The club email address is mk22630@aol.com. The club telephone number is 304-472-2880.
The club website address is http://prehistoricplanet.com/wvfc/
The club belongs to the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies, learn more at www.amfed.org
The club belongs to the Eastern Federation Mineralogical & Lapidary Societies, learn more at www.amfed.org/efmls



West Virginia Fossil Club Minutes June 4, 2010

The West Virginia Fossil Club met at 7:00 P.M. on Friday, June 4, 2010 with 14 members present.

Minutes of the May 7, 2010 meeting were read.  One correction was noted under the “New Business” item regarding the
“M” award plaque.  The award was for an increase in membership, not attendance.  The Minutes were approved as
corrected.  In the Treasurer’s absence, Ray Garton reported a balance of $963.93.

Old Business:

OB-1  Mike Karickhoff has provided the Calvert Marine Museum Fossil Club with possible dates of September 4th and 11th

for their visit with us.  Mike will also offer other dates including the 18th.  Sites under consideration for their visit include,
but are not limited to, the Foreknobs Formation near Elkins, a gray/golden shale site near Birch River where over thirty
different plant species have been found, Whanger’s Camp in Pocahontas County, and/or Edray.  Further discussion will
take place at next month’s meeting.

OB-2  Ray and Mary Ellen Garton remain willing to host a hands-on fossil preparation/curating activity at their
house/laboratory facility in Barrackville as an activity in place of digs that are rained out.  The preparation may include
Ray’s dinosaur fossils as well as those brought in by members.  Microscopes and other equipment will be made available.
Ray moved to do so; Mary Ellen seconded the motion.  The motion carried.  Directions and contact information will be
included in the next newsletter.

OB-3  Bill and Sue Hurst are working on their calendar to determine a date for a dig at Wildell in Randolph County.  A
possible date may be August 28th.

New Business:

NB-1  The next scheduled dig is Gauley Mountain in Pocahontas County on June 12th, meeting at the Kroger grocery
store at the intersection of US 33 and US 250 in Elkins at 8:30 A.M.  Plant fossils are anticipated.  This is a remote sight,
so water and food should be taken.  An exploratory dig is also scheduled near the FBI site near Clarksburg on June 26th,
meeting at the Burger King at I-79 Exit 121 (Meadowbrook Road) at 10:00 A.M.

NB-2  Bill and Sue Hurst will be making a trip to a site near Friendship, Indiana where marine horn coral fossils are found.
They will report back to the club at the next meeting.  The site is approximately 300 miles away from Clarksburg.

NB-3  Steve McClelland provided samples from the Brush Creek formation near Johnstown, Pennsylvania that were
obtained from the second site on the May 22nd dig.  The samples contained small, marine fossils.  An excerpt from the
USGS Pennsylvania Report 40 indicating previously found fossil types was circulated.

NB-4  Steve Buchanan provided plant fossil samples that were obtained at the first site on the May 22nd dig at Johnstown,
PA.

NB-5   Ray Garton unveiled an attractive, yellow-colored bumper sticker bearing the image of a trilobite and the name of
the fossil club.  These may provide some form of identification for those on digs as well as promote the fossil club.
Pamela Butcheck moved that the bumper sticker be adopted by the club; Sue Karickhoff seconded the motion.  The
motion carried.  The initial fourteen copies were made available for sale at $2.50 each.  Others will be made available in
the future.  Costs will be determined later.  Pamela may try reproducing the image as a window sticker.

NB-6  Given the growing number of newer club members and the in-house expertise of many of the club members, it was
suggested that a short (15 minute) presentation regarding various topics related to geology and fossils be made on a
regular basis at the club.  The newer members generally agreed that the presentations would be greatly appreciated,
acknowledging the effort required by the presenters.  This will be furthered considered at the next meeting.  This opened
up a brief discussion about the K-T boundary and the Iridium layer which are found world wide, but not in West Virginia.

NB-7  Consideration will be given at the next meeting to revisiting the Johnstown, Pennsylvania sites.

NB-8  Sue Hurst made the club aware of the deadline for re-filing for tax exempt status.  Mike Karickhoff and Amy Smith
have already made the required filing.

NB-9  Sue Hurst shared a news article regarding the Someplace Special Gem Mine near Shady Spring.



Prizes:  The 50/50 drawing was won by Sue Hurst.  The door prize was won by Pamela Butcheck.  The junior door prize
was won by Mary Buchanan.

Adjournment:  Sue Karickhoff moved that the meeting be adjourned; Mike Karickhoff seconded the motion.  The motion
carried.  The meeting adjourned at 8:05 P.M.

Following the meeting, members enjoyed socializing and looking at fossils brought in by the members.

Calendar of Shows and Events

Every Saturday 11:06-Noon Radio Science News 1370 AM & Streaming Audio at http://radiosciencenews.org/

September 25-26, 2010 Fossil, Rock, Mineral & Gem Show, WV Geological Survey, Morgantown, WV

October 16-17, 2010 Kanawha Rock & Gem Club Show, Charleston, WV frankoz@juno.com

April 1-3, 2011 National Fossil Exposition, MAPS Fossil Show, Macomb, IL http://www.midamericapaleo.org/

SMART Centre Market Opens Club members Robert & Libby Strong have opened their Science Store in Wheeling, WV.
The grand opening was May 6-8 and was a great success. The 3000 square foot store features all things science but is
heavy on fossils, rocks, minerals, giant fossil replicas, petrified wood, dinosaur bones and hand-dipped local made ice-
cream in the Dinosaurs Alamode section. The store is located next to Coleman’s Fish Market at the corner of 22nd and
Market Street. Hours are 10-6 Tuesday-Saturday. The phone number is 304-23DINOS or 304-233-4667.

WE NEED YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS PLEASE

Please allow us to send you your newsletter by email. This saves the club money, gets the newsletter
and notices to you faster and you also get it all in living color.  If you don’t have an email address that
is okay; just let us know and we will be happy to mail it to you. To update your email address send a
quick note to garton@prehistoricplanet.com.  Thanks, Ray & Mary Ellen.

GEOLOGIC HISTORY OF WEST VIRGINIA NOW ONLINE

Members can now download for free a copy of the 74-page book on the Geologic History of West Virginia from the club
website.  The book describes the basics of the geologic processes that shaped West Virginia and the major fossil groups.
The book is out of print so this is the only place to get a copy. It is a 53+ megabyte download and can be a slow download
depending on your connection speed. Once you have the file, it is a PDF; you should save it to your computer so that you
don’t have to download it again to read or review. You can also print a copy if you wish.

FOSSIL CLUB MEMBERS ONLY BUMPER STICKERS

Ever drive past a car parked along the road at a nice looking road cut and wonder if they were looking for fossils or if they
were fossil club members? With this new West Virginia Fossil Club bumper sticker you can let the world know that you are
fossil collectors. You may make a new friend, find some new collecting locations and the club may gain some new
members. Stickers are black on a yellow background and 4x3 inches. This sticker is only available to club members. The
same sticker without the WV Fossil Club text is available for non-club members. They can be ordered from Ray & Mary
Ellen Garton for $5 each. See photo on the cover.

RAINY DAY DIGS

What to do when you have been planning and looking forward to the next club dig and it gets rained out. Not to worry, you
can still go on a dig. Ray & Mary Ellen have invited the club back to their Paleo lab in Barrackville anytime a dig is rained
out, and they are still in town of course. The club did this a few years ago (see photos) where members helped with the
preparation of an extinct Pleistocene Age prehistoric pig called Platygonus vetus, a peccary. Using dental picks and air
tools club members helped remove the matrix from the bones of this animal. During future rainy day digs club members
and guest may still work on the peccary (it takes a long time), dinosaur bones (including Trex), and other fossils. You can
even bring your own fossil that needs cleaning, glued and prepared. Ray & Mary Ellen will provide all the tools and
materials necessary. Most of these specimens are destined for museums like the Smithsonian and Carnegie Museum



where Ray does freelance work and the WV Geological Survey where Ray is Curator of the museum. Some of the
specimens you might work on will be described in scientific publications of Ray’s and others.  DIRECTIONS: 10 Pine
Street, Barrackville, WV.  Take Exit 132 on I-79 and follow Rt. US 250 North. This winds through Fairmont and heads out
toward Farmington and Mannington. Follow 250 out of Fairmont (about 5 miles from the Interstate exit) about 1.5 miles.
Look for a green Barrackville Road sign and turn right into Barrackville. Continue about ¾ mile where you will pass the
school, 2 churches and a Stop & Go convenience store on your left. Turn left on College between the Stop & Go and the
First Exchange Bank. College ends at the end of the block and becomes Pine Street, continue on Pine Street. The
PaleoBarn is located 150 feet down the block on the left. Turn down the driveway and park. The PaleoBarn is a large 2
story, metal building beside a large log home. Call 304-282-2306 if lost. If you can’t wait for a rainy day dig give Ray &
Mary Ellen a call and arrange a special visit.

Johnstown Dig Photos

June 4th Meeting Photos



PaleoBarn Photos


