
A scene from the WV Geological Survey Geology Museum. Come see hundreds of fossils, minerals,
rocks, gems and dinosaurs on display. See other photos inside.

PO Box 200, Barrackville, WV 26559-0200    Dues are due by September 30.
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Next Meeting Friday, October 2
               See article inside.



NEXT MEETING IS ON FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2009
7:00 PM at the T & L Hot Dogs, Oldies Diner

OLD BRIDGEPORT HILL, CLARKSBURG, WV

The Oldies Diner is also known as T&L Hot Dogs and is near the bottom of Old Bridgeport Hill (old US Rt. 50),
across from Compton Lanes. Please bring a favorite fossil to the meeting to share with the members.

PROGRAM NOTES BRING YOUR FAVORITE FOSSIL TO SHOW AT THE MEETING

Please note that club sponsored digs are for club members only because of provisions in our insurance policy.

2009 Dig Schedule

Date Dig Site Fossil Type Meeting Time Meeting Location

September 26 Cheat Lake, WV
Geological Survey

Fossil, Rock, Mineral &
Gem Show

10 a.m.-6 p.m. Off Exit 10 I-68, Cheat Lake,
Morgantown, follow signs

September 27 Cheat Lake, WV
Geological Survey

Fossil, Rock, Mineral &
Gem Show

11 a.m.-5 p.m. Off Exit 10 I-68, Cheat Lake,
Morgantown, follow signs

October 10 Tygart Lake Roots 9:00 a.m. Pleasant Creek turnoff from
Rt. 119.  Under railroad trestle.

October 24 Tygart Lake Trace fossils 9:00 a.m. Pleasant Creek turnoff from
Rt. 119.  Under railroad trestle.

November 14 TBD TBD TBD

Thank you Mary Ridenour for all your continuing hard work on the Dig Schedule.

CANCELED DIGS

At times, it may become necessary to call off a dig. As I may not have the time to call everyone, I suggest you call or
email me to confirm that a particular dig is still on. Call 304-472-2880 or email mk22630@aol.com.  Otherwise, you may
get to the meeting place for future digs and find no other club members are there.  Thanks, Mike Karickhoff.

MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE DUE BY SEPTEMBER 30

Membership in the West Virginia Fossil Club is open to all interested parties. Dues are $20.00 a year for
individuals and just $25.00 for your whole family. Members receive a monthly newsletter and may participate in
the fossil outings. The membership year begins September 1. The club year runs from Sept. to Sept.  Anyone
joining after February pays 1/2 the regular dues for that year,

OFFICERS & CONTACTS

Mike Karickhoff President 304-472-2880 mk22630@aol.com
Steve McClelland Vice-President 304-292-5555 mcclelland.steve@gmail.com
Sue Karickhoff Secretary 304-472-2880 mk22630@aol.com
Amy Smith Treasurer 304-842-7950 amy.smith@steptoe-johnson.com
Steve McClelland Program Chairman 304-292-5555 mcclelland.steve@gmail.com
Mary Ridenour Digs Coordinator 304-783-4867 cows-494@earthlink.net
Ray & Mary Ellen Garton Newsletter Editors 304-282-2306 garton@mammoth-geo.com



West Virginia Fossil Club
September 4, 2009

President Mike Karickhoff called the meeting to order at 7:00.
Prospective member Paul Shaver was introduced.
Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved. There was no treasurer’s report.
Murphy’s Other Law: “A flashlight is a container for dead batteries.”

Old Business: Mary Ridenour reported on planned field trips.
Rudy Durci has not yet been in touch with the Crops of Engineers regarding a dig at Tygart Lake
Sue Hurst does not yet have more information regarding the show at Friendship, Indiana.
The dig at Johnstown, PA which was scheduled for September 26th won’t work out because of the Rock and Mineral
Show at Cheat Lake. Harmon’s Cabins and Gauley Mountain were suggested as alternatives, but there was not much
interest, so Mary Ridenour made a motion we cancel the dig and make the Show at Cheat Lake the official club outing.
Ray Garton seconded the motion. The motion carried.
Steve Buchanan asked about sites for trilobites in the eastern panhandle. Ray had some information and suggestions for
publications that could help him in finding sites.
A collector from North Carolina had contacted several members during the past month wanting information about
collecting sites. Mike reported he had met with him and taken him to a couple sites.
Ray mentioned a site near the Nicholas/Braxton County line on Rt. 19 between I-79 and the Birch River exit and also a
site near Edray on Rt. 219 where some good finds have been made.

New Business - None. Near the end of the meeting another prospective member, Pamela Butchek came.
Paul Shaver won the 50/50. Mary Ridenour won the door prize.

A motion to adjourn was made by Jim Cottrill and seconded by Phyllis Cottrill. The meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m.
Both prospective members joined the club after the meeting. Members enjoyed a social hour before going home.

WV FOSSIL CLUB WEBSITE & CONTACT INFORMATION

The club mailing address is WV Fossil Club, c/o Mike Karickhoff, 38 Arnold Avenue, Buckhannon, WV 26201
The club email address is mk22630@aol.com. The club telephone number is 304-472-2880.
The club website address is http://prehistoricplanet.com/wvfc/
The club belongs to the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies, learn more at www.amfed.org
The club belongs to the Eastern Federation Mineralogical & Lapidary Societies, learn more at www.amfed.org/efmls

Calendar of Shows and Events

Every Saturday 11:06-Noon Radio Science News 1370 AM & Streaming Audio at http://radiosciencenews.org/
September 26-27, 2009 Sunset Gem, Mineral & Fossil Show, Mont Chateau, Cheat Lake, WV

Contact Dave Phillips, wvfossils@aol.com
March 26-28, 2010 MAPS Fossil Show, McComb, IL

Directions to Tygart Lake Dig Site by Mike Karickhoff – From Philippi, take 119 North to the Pleasant
Creek sign and turn right.  The Pleasant Creek sign is on the right side of the road, approximately 5-6 miles from Philippi.
As you approach the Pleasant Creek turnoff you will see an elevated railroad on the right side.  We will meet under the
railroad trestle, which is a short distance from Rt. 119.  If you come from Grafton, the Pleasant Creek sign is about 7-8
miles.  (Trips to this location are scheduled for October 10 & 24.  See Dig Schedule. )



Local Fossil, Mineral, Rock & Gem Show This Weekend In Morgantown. Largest In The State

The West Virginia Geological and Economic Survey and Sunset Fossils and Minerals will again be hosting the 18th
Annual Cheat Lake Gem Mineral and Fossil Show. The show will be on September 26th and 27th.

Hours on Saturday the 26th are from 10:00 AM until 6:00 PM
Hours on Sunday the 27th are from 11:00 AM until 5:00 PM

Directions – Take Exit 10 off I-68 at Cheat Lake and follow the signs.

Free mineral or fossil specimens will be given away at the door to all children under 12 years of age. This year will
feature a new exhibit on fossil tree trunks from West Virginia, including one from the Summer School Road area in
Monongalia County. There will also be a new display from the Fore Knobs Formation near Elkins, West Virginia. This will
feature one of the jellyfish found there, that is possibly a new genus. There will also be our regular geode cutter, with a
new supply of geodes, a fine selection of jewelry vendors as well as some new vendors for fossils and minerals, plus our
regular vendors. Food will be provided on site by the Snyder Temple church group, as well as hourly door prizes. The
museum will also be open. Come out and enjoy the fun. If you have any fossils or minerals you would like to have
identified, bring them along as geologists will be available to talk with. For more information contact member Dave Phillips
at 304-594-1036 or email wvfossils@aol.com.

See these fossils in the WV Geological Survey Museum


